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SOARING Higher for Michigan’s Kids! 
THE PUSH IS ON! 
Dorothy L. Tyler, Governor 

There’s no ceiling in life.  You can SOAR as high as you’re willing to try!  Think about this, even 
the tallest mountain is conquered one step at a time.  This is also true of any task one under-
takes in life.  Where are we Michigan Optimist?  Have we SOARed as high as we can?  Do we 
still have the ability to PUSH a little higher and harder for more members to serve the kids?  
Optimistically, I say yes, we do and yes, we will PUSH! 
 

The state of the Michigan District Membership is as follows:  
♦ Beginning:     As of  October 1, 2009               3403  
♦ Currently:      As of  June 29, 2010                  3303 
♦ Deletions:      As of  June 29, 2010                    468  
♦ Additions:      As of  June 29, 2010                    367 
♦ Net:                As of  June 29, 2010                  - 101 

 

Thank you for all of the new members and yes, I understand the deletions.  However, all is not 
lost as you work to replace them.  We have in place ways to help each member bring in more 
members.  We have three (3) contests; one old one and two new ones.  The old one is “Recruit 4 
and You’re Free”.  The new ones are “The PUSH IS ON” and “The NOW Report.”  All three 
of them offer exciting rewards and are included in this OptiViews!  
 

Plan to hold a NOW, one new member at a time, as often as you can between now and Septem-
ber 30, 2010 to get new members. Friends of Optimist (FOOs) are always welcome! 

 

Bringing in new members one at a time is GREAT, however, there’s the tried and true  
NEW CLUB BUILDING!  We need NEW CLUBS!  It’s isn’t too late for those of you who 
expressed a desire to build a new club. Nor is it too late for clubs who didn’t express a desire to 
build a club but want to do so now.  Optimist, please PUSH a little harder and let’s make the 
desire a reality.  Remember, on behalf of the Michigan District, I promised Optimist Interna-
tional that we, the Michigan District, were going to build five (5) clubs.  If Michigan is to stand 
out from the crowd and help the Region to remain number one in all of Optimist International 
(as of June 9th) we must seize the moment and make our own opportunity to SOAR and accom-
plish the five new clubs!  PUSH Michigan, PUSH and SOAR like an Eagle! 
  

Congratulations to the following clubs for attaining a Membership Patch by bringing in the 
most new members:  1st Quarter-Clarkston Club ten (10) members; 2nd Quarter - Jackson Club 
nine (9) members.  Way to go, Optimist!  Will your club be next?  PUSH!  PUSH! PUSH! SOAR! 
 

Optimists, please address the following immediately: only 50% of Club Officer Elect Reports 
(COER) have been reported. If you haven’t, please do so as soon as possible.   I needs those CO-
ERs to end the 2009-2010 year in order and Governor Elect Jan needs them to begin her year. 
Secondly, try to pay dues that are 61-90 days beyond due as soon as possible.  As Governor, I 
really would not like to lose any members or service to youth due to nonpayment of dues. 

   

Continued on page 3 ► 
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 The outstanding events of the 3rd Quarter Conference beyond the SOARing Breakout Sessions, 
recognition of Roger Diedrich for attaining Level 10 of PGI  and the Childhood Cancer Walk 
were the District Oratorical Contest and the Optimist International Foundation’s “The Race is 
On!”  The youths addressing “Cyber Communication: Progress or Problems” were very thought 
provoking.  If you missed it, oh my, try to attend 4th Quarter and hear the District’s Essay win-
ner read her  thoughts related to “The Internet: Today’s Evolution or Tomorrow’s Menace?”   
 

The Foundation’s Race Cars were not only attractive and creative, they were also profitable!  
Donations are still being accepted to help District’s Foundation Rep Lou Moss reach her goal of 
$31,000 for the Michigan District. Bring donations to 4th Quarter convention or mail them in to 
Lou.  PUSH MICHIGAN OPTIMIST, SOAR! 
 

One of my goals for the district is to increase communication through various means.  Thanks 
to Theresa Jarrett and her committee – Doug LaLone, Dan Moss, Dave Fries and Bob Schiller - 
with their awesome knowledge of the internet, the Michigan District is on its way!   

♦ Our website is very, very attractive and user friendly 
♦ Clubs may now have a link on www.michiganoptimists.org 
♦ We’ve added Constant Contact for more immediate access to the membership 
♦ e-Blast instant messages to the membership 

♦ Clubs have been given any opportunity to develop their own free website 
 

Also our Michigan District Optimist Organization was taken to another level thanks to CNN 
Comcast Newsmakers.  I, the Governor of the MI District, was featured on the Newsmakers 
Program in the Detroit area from June 7-13, 2010 and the Lansing, East Lansing, Jackson area 
from June 14- 20th  three times per day at six minutes before the hour.  Additionally, many of 
our clubs have being featured in the newspapers and Alpena was on the air recently!  More peo-
ple now know about our efforts across the state!  Let us hear about your club’s publicity high-
lighting your events! 
 

October 30th through November 1, 2009 the Michigan District kicked off its first “Optimist 
SOARing Flight Reunion” in Pontiac, Michigan.  What a BLAST!  If you think that was some-
thing, try us at the 4th Quarter Convention in Battle Creek at the McCamly Plaza August 20-
22, 2010. Plan to be in attendance to experience the Membership PUSH workshops, the fellow-
ship, the recognition of the Corporate Sponsor, Memorial Banner Patch, Optimist of the Year 
Awardees and to celebrate the induction of a member into the Hall of Fame. The recognition af-
fairs will occur during the lunch hour.   
 

During the evening’s SOARing Dinner Dance (black tie optional) come to the SOARing Celebra-
tion of the 2009-2010 Year! Also plan to celebrate the Installation of the 2010-2011 Leadership 
Team with Governor-Elect Jan.  Come on let’s celebrate and have a good time! 
 

Finally Optimist, thank you for a WONDERFUL 3rd Quarter in Muskegon! Minus a small in-
fraction with food and the absence of Convention and Meeting Chair Ray who was caring for his 
wife Gloria, everything went very, very well! Thank you, Ray! A special thank you is extended 
to Debbie, Barry, B. Parker, Madge, Ed, Melissa, and T. Welch for fulfilling the awesome plan 
Ray had put in place. The hospitality of the Muskegon Clubs, the Muskegon Chronicle newspa-
per article about our visit, the beautiful Shoreline Inn, the awesome training, the calming wa-
ter, the great weather, the night crawl, and the scrumptious Hospitality Suites were all added 
treats.  East did meet West!  We SOARED!   
 

Now, let’s build some new clubs, bring in new members, and regain / surpass our October 1, 
2009 membership.  I’m Optimistic we can do this!  THE PUSH IS ON TO SOAR! 



PAGE 4  OPTIVIEWS VOLUME 30,  NUMBER 4  

                                                                                                

 

The “PUSH” is on! 
Even Eagles need a PUSH! 

What: The MEMBER who brings in the most members! 
When: May 1, 2010 – September 30, 2010 

       
      Prizes: 

1st Place: 32 inch HD Flat Screen TV 
2nd Place: Designer Luggage Set 

3rd Place: Gift Card 
 

Governor Dorothy 
PUSH! SOAR! 

Four Now Equals Free: Optimist who recruits 4 New Members by 
September 30, 2010 will receive their International dues free for one 
year effective February 22, 2010 according to Optimist International. 



                                                                        
The Michigan District NOW Report 

 
To qualify for the Michigan District NOW Program one free registration for our 4th 
Quarter Convention in Battle Creek, MI, your Club must recruit four new members 
by holding a NOW event between May 1, 2010 and July 31, 2010. Please fill out the fol-
lowing form and submit to Membership Chair, Fatima Plater, 
200 Riverfront Dr. #609, Detroit, MI 48226 by Friday, August 6, 2010. 
 

When did you hold your NOW Program? ___________________________________ 

 

How many guests were invited? ____________ How many attended? ____________ 

 

How many new Members joined your Club at the NOW Program? _______________ 

 

Please list the names of at least four new members who were recruited at the NOW: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Club Information: 
 
Club Name ________________________________________Club Number _______ 
 
Club President ________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________City _________________ Zip Code ________ 
 
Telephone Number _____________________________Email Address ___________ 
 
Signature ____________________________________ Date ____________________ 
 
*All clubs that submit a completed form with four new members from your NOW will receive one free 
4th Quarter Convention Registration. 
 
 

Note: This award is NOT the same as Optimist International which rewards for individual members 
recruitment – 4 Equals Free!  No International dues. 
 

 

May 1, 2010 thru July 31, 2010 

PAGE 5  OPTIVIEWS Volume 30, Number 4 



PAGE  6 OPTIVIEWS VOLUME 30,  NUMBER 4 

 
 

As our district moves toward the final weeks of the 4th Quarter, it is important that we reflect upon what we as indi-
viduals can do to strengthen our clubs through retention of members. 
 

The first year of membership offers the best opportunity to build the foundation for long-term loyalty and commitment 
to your club. It’s also the year that Members are most likely to leave your Club. 
 

Your club must take the time to focus on first and second year members by finding out what each individual wants 
from your club. An Interest Inventory when they join is a great way to place members on committees. Your club should 
also do a member Club Assessment at the end of each year that will give you areas that need to be improved for all 
members as you plan for next year. Is the location and time of club meetings good for the membership? Are your pro-
jects meeting the needs of the community? What do your members think? Remember their commitment is tied to their 
ownership in projects. Is it a “privilege” to be a Member of your Club? If so, Why? 

 

The following are facts regarding retention: 
• Retention starts with recruitment. 
• When you lose a Member you must recruit two in order to show growth 
• Renewal is only the last step in the long process of retention. 
• Members are neither identical nor interchangeable. 
• Pay special attention to new Members. 

 

      Here are some uncontrollable reasons for losing members: 
1. Death 
2. Economics 
3. Health 
4. Military Service 
5. Business Conflicts 
6. Moving from the Community 

 

Historically, all Optimist Clubs combined lose 20% of their membership each year! 
 

An effective club Board of Directors must concentrate on dealing with controllable losses and avoid energy and time 
trying to solve uncontrollable losses. 
 

The following are our controllable losses: 

MEMBERSHIP RETENTION 
The Ultimate Bottom Line 

Fatima Plater, Membership Chair 

Failure to assign responsibility   
(no administrative plan). 

Lack of social affairs. 

Old-timers usurp leadership. No program or poor programs at meetings. 

Internal Politics. Business at meetings. 

President operates one-person administration Lack of punctuality in starting and adjourning. 

Service activities lack variety. Poor meals or service. 

Too much time or work required. Less than desirable meeting place. 

Overcoming these controllable problems with club review, reflection and the development of a Club Retention Ac-
tion Plan will revitalize your Club, give current members renewed pride in membership and motivate others to 
join. It just takes someone to voice concerns optimistically and work toward change. 

For information on the Michigan District NOW Contest, Optimist International’s Recruit 4 Members and 
You’re Free Dues Incentive Program; Governor Dorothy’s Member Recruitment Contest; and the listing of 
3rd and 4th Quarter New Members and Sponsors, go to the Michigan District Website, 
www.michiganoptimists.org. 
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FOURTH QUARTER OPTIVIEWS ARTICLE 

June 2010 

Ray Finocchio 

Michigan District Meetings & Convention Chair 

rfinocchio11@comcast.net 

(248) 203-6635 

MICHIGAN DISTRICT OPTIMISTS – COME ONE, COME ALL !!The registration form for our District 
Convention (August 20 – 22) can be found both on the District Website, as well as on the back page of this 
edition of Optiviews. The Convention is the highlight of the year - -it is one event you’ll not want to miss. 
WHY?? 

HOSPITALITY /FELLOWSHIP – Zone 6 Lt. Governor Dave Fries and his Clubs are planning a spe-
cial evening of fellowship and socializing on Friday, August 20th at the beautiful McCamly Plaza 
Hotel in downtown Battle Creek. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet and greet old friends and 
make new friends as well as celebrate the accomplishments of members of the 2009-2010 year. 

 
SPECIAL GUEST – Jim Oliver, OI Representative, will be our special guest for the weekend. Come 

meet Jim at our Friday Hospitality Suite and/or at a special reception in his honor, prior to dinner 
on Saturday, August 21st. 

 
DISTRICT ELECTIONS – This is our traditional Convention where we place in nomination and elect 

the Governor Elect for 2010 – 2011. That person will then be our Governor for the 2011-2012 Op-
timist year. This is one event where Club representatives can exercise their right to elect our future 
leadership 

 
BREAKOUT SESSIONS – Leadership Development Chair Jim Huston promises to assemble yet an-

other set of interesting, informative sessions that will help us all to learn new things and share best 
practices.     

 
CELEBRATION  DINNER – 2009 –2010 has been a wonderful, productive, optimistic year! And Yes 

we will celebrate it with friends, food and music. During this celebration (black tie optional), we 
will install our Leadership Team for the 2010 – 2011 Optimist year. Those of you who have at-
tended this know it is a serious, solemn ceremony where incoming Governor Jan Oord and her 
Team are officially installed into their new positions. Afterwards we will have after-dinner dancing 
to 1950’s – 1960’s era music. So those of you who grew up during this wonderful time, get ready 
to show off your best dancing talents!! 

 
RECREATION – We are planning two recreational events for attendees: 

♦ For the golfers in the District, Harry Margo has again agreed to organize a District outing at a 
local course. This will be held on Friday Morning, August 20th, so the golfers need to plan their 
arrivals in time of an AM tee-off. Anyone interested in golf should contact Harry Margo, or 
me. 

♦ For the Spouses, the Zone 6 Clubs are planning a special city tour, shopping spree and lunch. 
 

Please contact me or Governor Dorothy, if anyone has any questions. See you in Battle 
Creek !! 



Zone 15 Wins the Car Race!Zone 15 Wins the Car Race!Zone 15 Wins the Car Race!Zone 15 Wins the Car Race!    
The race was ON at the Third Quarter Conference  
where members and clubs turned their donations 
into “votes” for their favorite “zone” car.  A panel 
 of “non-Optimists” also judged the cars on display.   
 
And the winner is…ZONE 15…claiming the tro 
phies for both “People’s Choice” and “Best Design”. 

 

Zone 15 Winners:  Elaine Lyon, Central Macomb Presi-
dent; Fred Lyon, Central Macomb Member and Car De-
signer; Barry Burnham, Zone 15 three clubs; Dan Moss, 
Region 4 Assistant Governor; Lou Moss, OI Foundation 
Chair, display the winning “Race is On” car that will be 
taken to the Optimist International Convention in Den-
ver. Details below. 

 

Special kudos to Fred Lyon, Zone 15 Central 
Macomb Optimist Club member who took the 
contest seriously, with his custom paint and decals, 
promoting the Michigan District Optimists and the 
Optimist International Foundation.   

 

Thanks to Lieutenant Governors/Zones who partici-
pated and to all who donated to the Foundation 
through their “votes”. 
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Checkered Flag will Drop…Still Time for OI Foundation Donations 
By Lou Moss, Optimist International Foundation Representative for the Mighty Michigan District 

Congratulations, 

Karen Monville, 

Optimist Interna-
tional  

Foundation Board 

Member 

Karen Monville, Bay City Optimist Club, was 
elected as the Optimist International Foundation’s 
newest Board Member.  Karen will start her four-
year term on October 1, 2010. 
 
Karen currently serves on the Women's Philan-
thropy Council, 2007-2008 District Foundation 
Representative, a member of the Presidents Club, 
Christian D. Larson Partners and the William H. 
Harrison Society.  The Michigan District is so 
proud of Karen and appreciative of her time, tal-
ents and generosity for the Optimist International 
Foundation. 
    
Thank you for the generosity!Thank you for the generosity!Thank you for the generosity!Thank you for the generosity!    
We have three clubs that have reached (or ex-
ceeded) the Club Goal of $365 ($1 a day per club).  
Thanks to the Kent of Grand Rapids Optimist 
Club for donating $500, Clinton Township Area 
Optimist Club $380; Royal Oak Optimist Club 
$365. Please continue to collect your loose change 
and spare dollars at your club meetings in your 
“racing theme” collection can. Clubs that reach (or 
exceed) that goal will receive a special banner patch 
from the Optimist International Foundation 
 
Thanks to all of the members who donated Silent 
Auction items at the Third Quarter Conference.  
We’ll be looking forward to seeing more donations 
for the Silent Auction at the Convention in Battle 
Creek.  We will also have a live auction of a beauti-
ful “Optimist Afghan” donated by Marge Howard, 
Clinton Township Area Optimist Club Presi-
dent. 
 
We have collected $16,700 so far this year…needing 
another $14,300 to reach our goal of $31,000 by 
September 30th.  The BIG PUSH is on to VICTORY 
at the FINISH LINE.  WE CAN DO IT, Michigan! 
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Dear Fellow Michigan District Optimists, 

Here we go Michigan District …into the fourth quarter of Governor Dorothy’s 
SOAR Optimist year! It’s time to open up our wings for a strong finish to the year 
through growth and by providing more service to the children and families in our 
communities. There is no doubt that they need our help, nurturance and guidance 
more than ever. 

It was wonderful to see many of you in Muskegon at our third quarter meeting. The young peo-
ple competing in our District Oratorical Contest were inspiring, as they always are. Listening to 
them speak with such poise was so moving and reminded those in attendance of why we be-
long to this great organization. 

I’ve been busy putting the leadership team together for the 2010 – 2011 Optimist year. We 
plan to have a smooth transition from Governor Dorothy’s team, and will hit the ground run-
ning come October 1. Leadership training for Club Presidents, Secretary/Treasurers, Lieutenant 
Governors, Assistant Governors and Committee Chairs is being offered in June. There will be 
follow up meetings for these 2010 – 2011 leaders at breakout sessions during our convention 
in Battle Creek on August 21. Feel free to contact me if you have questions regarding any of 
these training sessions. 

I hope to see great numbers of you at our convention in Battle Creek. I am certain that it will 
be a weekend filled with learning, networking and fun. To top it off, the installation ceremony 
for the 2010 – 2011 Michigan District officers will take place during the dinner on Saturday 
evening.  

Yours In Optimism,  

Jan 
Janet Oord, Governor-Elect 
oordj@yahoo.com 

  Important Dates to Remember     

 
October 1, 2009– September 30, 2010 
Honored & Distinguished –all clubs 
www.newmichelle@comcast.net 
 
May  20, 2010 
Club Officer Elect Reports were due to 
Optimist International 
 
July,  2010 
District Dues – 30 days after receipt 
OI Dues – Upon Receipt 
 
July  8, 2010 – July 10, 2010 
Optimist International Convention 
“Rocky Mountain High” 
Denver, Colorado 
 

 
August,  2010 
Achievement and Awards report 
 due to District Chair Munter 
msmunter@sbcglobal.net 
    
August  20, 2010 – August 22, 2010 
4th Quarter Soaring Michigan 
 District Convention 
Mc Camly Plaza  - Battle Creek, MI 
 
September  30, 2010                                                                                                          
Community Projects Awards (CPA) to District Chair Lyon 
elainlyon1@yahoo.com 

September 30, 2010                                                                                                           
President’s Pride Report due to OI 
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FINISH THE YEAR STRONG 
Jerry J Kelley, PhD 

 District Secretary/Treasurer 
 

    As we near the end of the 2009-2010 “SOAR” year, three items need to be completed by 
every Optimist Club in Michigan: 
 

1. Officer Elect Report - This will assist the next administration to prepare and plan for 
the coming year. 

2. District and International club dues paid. 
3. President’s Pride Report -  This helps Optimist International track our service to youth.  

This report can be completed on line at: www.optimistleaders.org. 
 
    If you need help with any of these items so that we can SOAR to the end of the year, please 
feel free to contact me: jkelley2136@sbcglobal.net. 

OPTIMIST MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Paul Gudmundsen, Chair 

A non-denominational memorial service for members of the district who have died will be held at the 
District Convention in Battle Creek on Sunday, August 22nd.  The service will be held before the morn-
ing breakfast and all are welcome to attend.  If your club has lost a member, please pass along the name 
of the person by August 14th to Paul Gudmundsen by e-mail at pgudmundsen@msn.com , by phone at 
248-760-5245 or 248-852-6533 or by regular mail at 3708 Eaton Gate Lane, Auburn Hills, MI  48326.  
You will have the opportunity to speak to the memory of the member at the service if you desire.  
Whether or not you have lost a member, I hope you will attend the service. 

 
Michigan District Essay Winners 2009-2010 

Dana Monville, Chair 
 
 

There were approximately 720 essays submitted from 31 clubs addressing 
the topic “The Internet: Today’s Evolution or Tomorrows Menace?” 
 
The essay winners are:  
 
 1st  Place - Dorothy Kaiser, Bay City Club 

 2nd Place - Meghna Dhir, Clarkston Club  

 3rd Place - Caroline Shinkle, West Bloomfield Club.   
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Essay Contest - Reflections 

Dana Monville, Chair  

So you want to hold an essay contest.  This scholarship program of Optimist International Foundation is perhaps one 
of the easiest, and most inexpensive, ways to spotlight your club and its activity.  When Optimist International  decided 
to up the ante to $2500 for the first place District winner, it entered the scholarship arena where the response can be 
incredible.  Students are HUNGRY for free scholarship  money. 

So what does it take to host a contest? 

Committee:  This can consist of however many you wish.  The committee can contact the schools through a letter cam-
paign, personal contact, etc. 

Judges:  Three, with a backup.  These judges can be Optimist members from your club, schools or the community. 

Cost:  Three well made certificates, 1st 2nd, 3rd, one to two U S Savings Bonds( optional),  for 1st and 2nd  ($100 and $50,  
cost to club $75.00): lunch, dinner or breakfast, at your meeting for the winning students(1st,2nd,3rd) and their parents, 
and your three judges.  These are suggestions only, and you can tailor these costs any way you wish. 

Club benefits:  A great meeting program for your club and guests, exposure in your schools, media and community.  All 
of the above can be completed on a budget of approx $300. 

Can it really be this easy?  Yes it can.  But the truth is you have to work at it, and  if you have never held a contest in the 
past, you most likely will need help from the District Essay Chair/committee on how to hold a successful contest.  Re-
member, the Michigan District chairs and committees are there to help you in any way the can.  Further information will 
be available at upcoming District meetings. 

2010-2011 JOOI Officers Elected at JOOI Michigan! Convention 
Don Brose 2009-2010 JOOI Chairman 

 

Congratulations to the new JOOI Michigan Officers elected at our JOOI Michigan convention in Southfield in February.  Thanks go out 
to Cherryl Thames and the MADD JOOI club of Southfield for putting on this spirited and informative event.  The New officers for 
2010-2011 are: 

 

Governor – Samantha Fentress, sponsored by the Southfield Lathrup Optimist Club 

Secretary – Taylor Garland, sponsored by the Southfield Lathrup Optimist Club 

Treasurer – Kristin Jordan, sponsored by the Southfield Lathrup Optimist Club 

Lieutenant Governor – Jennifer Logan, sponsored by the Clawson-Troy Optimist Club 

Lieutenant Governor – Hannah Wooley, sponsored by the Clawson-Troy Optimist Club 

Lieutenant Governor – Jenny Clussenhopp, sponsored by the Clarkston Optimist Club 

Lieutenant Governor – Donovon Smith, sponsored by the Southfield Lathrup Optimists 

Lieutenant Governor – Clare Luckey, sponsored by the Southfield  Lathrup Optimists 

Past Governor – James Willis, sponsored by the Southfield Lathrup Optimist Club  

 

If you have taken the GIANT STEP of forming a youth club, you can do a huge favor for your students by getting them involved in 
our District events.  They learn leadership skills, learn about new community services across the state, and have a great time meeting 
other young optimists.  If you want to build a JOOI club, we can help.  Contact me at 248-736-8833 or broseelectric@msn.com. 



PAGE  12 OPTIVIEWS VOLUME 30,  NUMBER 4 

Optimist in Action 

Cassandra Friday, Chair 

Ludington Optimist Club 

Ludington Optimist Club donated $100 in the name of Jeanine Krieger to Foster Elementary School for the purchase of 
books for the OSCAR Reading Program. 
 

Mason Breakfast Optimist Club 

The Mason Breakfast Optimist Club welcomed guest speaker Dr. Russell Ames.  Dr. Ames spoke about his new business 
venture with his business partner Laura Murthum. The purpose of their business, Moment-to-Moment Enterprises, is to 
write, publish materials, conduct seminars, develop and market products that teach individuals how to live more opti-
mistically in each and every moment of their lives. 
 

LakeShore Optimist Club 

The LakeShore Optimist Club of Grosse Pointe held their 28th Annual Respect for Law Breakfast Program on May 5, 
2010 at the Lochmoor Golf & Country Club. The Keynote Speaker was Assistant Wayne County Prosecutor, Ms. Athena 
Siringa, Esq.  Attorney Siringa has served as Director of the Homicide Unit since April 2009. The Optimists also honored 
the local Public Safety Departments and awarded commendations during the program to officers and citizens whose ac-
tions exemplified a profound respect for the law. 
 

Optimist Club of Saginaw 

On April 1, 2010, The Optimist Club of Saginaw worked at the Special Olympics at Saginaw Valley State University 
(SVSU). With the help from students from Swan Valley High School and SVSU, the club was able to deliver 1100 drinks, 
hamburgers and chips for the participants and guests. 
 

Keego Harbor Optimist Club 

The Optimist Club of Keego Harbor participated in two recent events with the Greater West Bloomfield Youth Coalition. 
One was a placemat project that carries a caution to parents hosting school year-end parties. The placemats are placed 
in many area restaurants. The other event was “Dialogue Day” featuring college and pro basketball star, Tim McCor-
mick. McCormick shared his life experiences with a group of high school students from the district.  
 

Kent Optimist Club 

The Kent Optimists of Grand Rapids turned out for the McShopping and McMeal Making in April for the quarterly din-
ner at Ronald McDonald House. The family residents were appreciative of the club’s World Famous Taco Bar. 
 

Metro Riverfront Optimist Club 

The Optimist Club held a jewelry party May 1, 2010 at the apartment of Herb Strather.  The members and their guests 
enjoyed  jewelry by Shionne Designs. The funds raised will help to support youth service programs. Guests purchased a 
new piece of glamour for their wardrobe. 
 

JOI Club 

The Loving Eagles JOI Club, donated $400 to Sharing & Caring Mission of Haiti on Wednesday, June 5, 2010.   Rev. 
John Hearn, President of the Inkster Optimist Club, was at Loving Elementary School to receive the check for the Hai-
tian Relief Fund. 
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Making Things Happen Online for the Michigan 
District 

www.michiganoptimists.org 
By Theresa Jarratt 

Webmaster | (586) 306-7284 | tjarratt@vpgdesign.com 

 

Since the publication of the NEW website on September 9, 
2009 we have grown and expanded the communications for 
the district, not only in creating an online resource for clubs 
but for potential new members.  Optimist International also 
sees Michigan District as a leader in innovation on the inter-
net. 
2009-2010 Milestones 

• Creation of a dynamic website to facilitate easy use 
for clubs, members and new members 

• District Directory listings with form for District con-
tacts 

• FREE Website established for Clubs using Word-
Press 

• Program listing for the program information 
• District Conference registration forms to make it eas-

ier to register for quarterly conferences 
• Club Events listings – clubs can submit events to be 

posted on the district website 
• Implementation of a Document Repository where 

documents can be located easily. 

The internet is here to stay; by utilizing the tools effectively 
we can better serve our clubs and members alike.  If you 
would like to get a FREE website for your club use the form 
below and either fax or e-mail the information to tjar-
ratt@vpgdesign.com 

GET A FREE CLUB WEBSITE 
*REQUIRED 

SITE INFO: 
Club Name*: _____________________________________________________________ 
Tagline for your club: ______________________________________________________ 
                                                 (i.e. “Bringing Out the Best in KIDS!”) 
Site Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
                         (generally the name will be lowercase or abbreviation of your club name) 

CONTACT INFO:  
Contact Name*:  _________________________________________________________ 
Contact Email*:   _________________________________________________________ 
Contact Phone*:  ________________________________________________________ 

 

Feedback, suggestions and general comments for the website submit to tjarratt@vpgdesign.com. Your 
feedback and suggestions will be reviewed by the Web Committee to enhance and improve the site. 

Continued on Page 14  ► 
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Continued from page 13 

Laptop & Learn 

At the 4th Quarter District Conference in Battle Creek we will be holding a special breakout 
where you can bring your Laptop and Learn how to use the FREE website tools in WordPress.  You 
will learn the basics plus time permitting we’ll go into some advanced features to help enhance your 
club website.  If your club is interested in signing up for a FREE web-
site, you’ll have the opportunity to learn how to use the tools and submit 
your form onsite. 

Constant Contact 
If you don’t have e-mail you might want to sign-up at for a free mail account so you can 
get the latest news from the district.  We’ve added Constant Contact to our arsenal of 
online tools to help get important information to you. 

 

Announcing The First Ever Parallel District Meeting 

Contact Vice-President Elect Don Brose (248) 736 8833 

 

 

 

 

October 22-24, 2010 

Niagara Falls, Ontario 

Tips For Growth of Members, Clubs, and District 

Top Quality Training For All 

Fellowship With Members from 6 Districts 

Something for Experienced Optimist And New Optimists – Everyone 

Work with OI International President Danny Rodgers 

Opportunities to Express Opinions to Help Others 

Lots of Motivation 

Lots of Fun 

Plenty of time for Exploring the Falls 

For information, hotel, and registration information,  

Go to www.optimist.org/pdc 
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You “WEAR” it well!! 

Linda Brooks, District Supplies Chair 
 

Are you proud being a part of the greatest Optimist District of all times?  It is a won-
derful sight to see a room filled with red, white and blue shirts of fellow Optimists 
looking good and proudly proclaiming they are Michigan District Optimists! These 
shirts are now on sale at 50% off – just $17.50 each!  We only have limited sizes and 
quantity and they are going fast, so get yours before they are all gone.  This has been 
the official shirt for the Michigan District for many years thanks to Past Governor 
Karen Monville. 
 

Governor Dorothy has introduced her own shirt with the 2009-2010 “Let’s Soar” logo 
for just $30.00 each.  This high quality shirt is now available just in time for the Den-

ver Convention and the Michigan District Convention.  We also have travel mugs with the “Let’s Soar” logo for just 
$10.00 each and a lightweight white quilted vest for $35.00.  These mugs make great appreciation or speaker gifts! 
 

Promotions Corall became the sole supplier for Optimist Clubs throughout the United States, Canada and the Carib-
bean as of January 1, 2010.  Check out their brand new website with a whole new look and new inventory at 
www.optimistsales.com .  Please stop by my expo table at the Michigan Convention to purchase some of the new and ex-
citing products available for Corall.  Be sure to get your year-end gifts for program chairpersons, guest speaker and Opti-
mist wearing apparel – all at reasonable prices.  
 

For additional information, please contact Linda Brooks, District Supplies Chairperson at (313) 836-2835 or email 
lybb_1999@yahoo.com 

 

Claim it:  Honor / Distinguished Club 
Michelle Kauffold newmichelle@att.net   313 510 6300 

 

As many of you strive toward Honor and Distinguished status, there are guidelines to adhere 
to effective October 1, 2009 – September 30, 2010: 

♦  Clubs with 1-74 members = a net increase of 5 members  
♦  Clubs with 75 + members = a net increase of 1 member 
♦  Club President or Board Member must attend 50% of District meetings (verified by 

District Secretary Treasurer). 
♦  Club Officer Elect Reports were due to OI by May 20th   
♦  District & International dues - paid by September 30, 2010   
♦ Three Service Projects with one submission to District’s CPA chair  
♦ President’s Pride Report to Optimist International  by September 30th 

   
 Additionally to attain Distinguished Status:  

♦  Build a new Club with 25 fully paid Charter Members 
♦  Clubs of 25 + members = a net increase of 25 or more members 
♦  Clubs of 24 or fewer - add 15 members with a total of 25 on the OI roster by Octo-

ber 1, 2010 
♦ Sponsor a JOOI Club with a minimum of 15 fully paid members.     

PUSH Optimist, PUSH  and SOAR to serve more kids! 
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 Ray Finocchio, Candidate - Governor Elect for the 2010 – 2011  
Birmingham Optimist Club, Optimist Club of Troy 

rfinocchio11@comcast.net  (H) 248-203-6635  (C) 248-514-9083 
  

I want everyone to be aware that I am a candidate for Governor Elect for the 2010 – 2011 Optimist Year. For 
those of you that do not know me well, I am a Member of the Birmingham and the Troy Optimist Clubs. I 
joined the Birmingham Club in 2003 and served as Club President in 2004-05, achieving Gold Honor Club 
recognition. During my tenure as President, I attended the District Meetings - - not because I wanted to but 
because I was told that the President was obligated to attend. 
 I was also asked, as Club President, to attend the OI Convention. That was an eye-opener. Although I 
met many great, dedicated Optimists from other Districts, I soon realized for myself that the Michigan District 
is, indeed, the greatest within all of Optimist International. It also made me realize that I wanted to be a part of 
our special organization. What makes our District stand out among others, I believe, is the Members. We are 
blessed to have a large group of talented, dedicated Members, who are not afraid to step up and dedicate them-
selves to achieving our goals.  

 After serving as Club President, I subsequently became Lieutenant Governor for Zone 12, and was 
honored to achieve Distinguished recognition. After that, I was Region 3 Assistant Governor, District Secre-
tary-Treasurer, and this year, I am serving as your District Meetings/Convention Chair. In 2007, I helped build 
the Troy Club and joined as a Charter Member. To participate in a new club building activity and be a part of 
a new Club’s “birth” is a most unique, rewarding experience. My current and past District-level responsibili-
ties have allowed me to attend many District, Zone and International meetings, and meet and work with many 
of you on a personal level. This experience has only further verified my conviction that we have the greatest 
District in all of Optimist International, AND our Members represent our greatest present and future asset.   

 My vision for the Michigan District is to reverse the negative growth we’ve suffered over the past few 
years, and build a larger, stronger District with new Clubs and Members. To succeed, we’ll need to increase 
our emphasis on marketing and publicity. That will require additional resources of time, money and people, to 
achieve. It won’t be easy, but I am confident that we have the people and motivation to succeed !! 

 I would be honored to serve as your Governor for the 2011 – 2012 Optimist year and I hope I can 
count on your support. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or suggestions. 

Optimist International Foundation: Club Grant Program 
  

Your generous donation to the Optimist Foundation is at work!  Members may apply for a Club Grant of $500.00 to assist 
with the financing of an unusual / outstanding activity with kids beginning January 1st of each Optimist Year.  We are very 
excited for the BRIGHTON OPTIMIST CLUB that has been awarded $500.00 for their “Spring Break Day” activity.  Den-
nis Kallio and Governor Dorothy will accept their check during the 2nd Business Session on Saturday, July 10th at the Inter-
national Convention in Denver, Colorado!  Congratulations to the Brighton Club.   
 

Listed below are the winning Unusual / Outstanding Activities:  
• American Sign Language Finger Spell Contest             Faux Paw+ 
• Optimist Halloween Safety Party                                    Spring Break Day 
• First Annual Children's Health Camp (CHC)               Tough Tires Campaign 
• Optimist Support to Military Children and Families    Youth Safety Day 
• Indoor Golf for Underprivileged Youth                          Puppies in the Park 
•  TRx: Meds Disposal Educator Program                        Who We Are Project 
• Kids Entertainment in the Park                                       Family Science Night 
• Boy Scout Trip to the White House                                 Fostering Hope for Kids 
• Cyber Safety for Youth and the Community                 Bike Belleville 
• Learn to Fish: I can do it!                                                Getting Ready for College 
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ORATORICAL CONTEST WINNERS 2010 

 
Malcolm Stevens, District Chair 

(231) 747-7042 

malstevs@yahoo.com 
 
The Michigan District of Optimist International is pleased to announce the winners of the Oratorical 
Contest which was held at The Shoreline Inn & Suites, 750 Terrace Point Blvd., Muskegon, Michigan, 
on Saturday, May 15, 2010. The contest was designed to give students the opportunity to demon-
strate excellent oral communication skills that are essential in today’s world. The contestants’ pre-
sented their oral presentations on “Cyber Communication: Progress or Problems. ” 
 
The female and male winners were as follows:  

• Malanee Grant, Region III of the Optimist Club of Auburn Hills. 
• Robert Jones, Region I of the Optimist Club of Alpena. 
• Both winners received a State Plaque and a $2,500 scholarship award payable to the college 

of their choice towards their college education expenses.  
 

 
The winners of the Oratorical Contest were selected by a distinguished panel of five Judges from the 
Greater Muskegon area. They were: Mr. Ed Garner, Ms. Ann Oakes, Mr. Jack O’Malley, Ms. Jenny 
Klingenberg, and Ms. Lynn Glaser. 
 
The other contest participants also received a plaque from the region they represented in the Ora-
torical Contest:  

• Amber Young, Region I of the Optimist Club of Mona Shores. 
• Veer Shah, Region III of the Optimist Club of Farmington Hills. 
• Charles Kadado, Region IV of the Optimist Club Macomb. 
• Ekta Dhir, Region IV of the Optimist Club of Clarkston. 
• Jonathan Williams, Region V of the Optimist Club of Central Detroit. 
• Shantell Williams, Region V of the Optimist Club of Northwest Detroit.       

 
 

We would also like to salute the following Optimist Clubs for their participation in the    
Oratorical Contest: 

• Region I - Robert Murdock, Chair: Alpena, Rogers City, Mona Shores, West Branch, Scottville, 
and Traverse City. 

• Region II did not participate. 
•  Region III  - Cherryl Thames and Jill Seltzer as Co-Chairs & Making a Difference  (M.A.D.)  

Jr. Optimist Octagon Club, Southfield: Grand Blanc, Brighton, Hartland, Birmingham, Claw-
son/Troy, Farmington Hills, Royal Oak, Southfield-Lathrup, West Bloomfield, Auburn Hills, 
Bloomfield Hills, Keego Harbor, Pontiac, & Rochester Area. 

• Region IV -  David Norwood, Chair: Clarkston, Roseville, Grand Rapids, Clinton Township, 
Plymouth, and Lakeshore Optimist Club of Grosse Pointe. 

• Region V -  Starla Davis, Chair and Michael Jones, Co-Chair : Downtown Detroit, Central De-
troit, Hartford Detroit, Northwest Detroit, and Western International. 



PAGE 18  OPTIVIEWS VOLUME 30,  NUMBER 4  

They walked for the cause in Muskegon – 
CHILDHOOD CANCER! 

Optimist International Foundation...and the winner is! 

First Timers! 

Oratorical Attendees! 

Oh My, 3rd Quarter Events in Muskegon! 

Hard working Lieutenant Governors strategizing session 
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 Michigan District Optimists 2009 – 2010   4th QUARTER DISTRICT CONVENTION 

MCCAMLY PLAZA HOTEL 
50 CAPITAL AVE, SW  BATTLE CREEK, MI 49017 

SAVE THE DATES!   August 20 SAVE THE DATES!   August 20 SAVE THE DATES!   August 20 SAVE THE DATES!   August 20 ----    22, 2010   SAVE THE DATES!22, 2010   SAVE THE DATES!22, 2010   SAVE THE DATES!22, 2010   SAVE THE DATES!    
                             Friday, Aug 20           7:00 PM Hospitality Suite/8:00 PM Exec Board Meeting 
                                Saturday, Aug 21       8:30 AM General Business Meeting/Breakout Sessions/Elections                      
                                                                    6:00 PM Reception for OI Rep Jim Oliver                                                    
                                                                    6:30 PM Celebration Dinner/Installation of 2010 – 11 Leadership Team
        Sunday, Aug 22         9:00 AM MI District Breakfast / Memorial Service 

 PLEASE Use ONE Form Per Optimist Member! 
 

                                                                            Please check which activities you will attend:            

Name: _________________________________ 
 

Do you have a Name Badge?  YES____ NO___ 
 

Name for Badge: ________________________ 
                     (if you have no badge) 
 

2009 / ’10 Office: _______________________ 
 

Club Name: ____________________________ 
 

Zone: _____  Phone: _____________________ 
 

FIRST  TIMER? ________YES      ________NO 
 
Any special meal needs? __________________ 
 
Spouse/Guest Name: _____________________ 
 
ARE YOU BRINGING CHILDREN? __________ 
 
Child(s) Name: __________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The 4th Quarter Convention will include 
a Board of Directors Meeting, inspiring 
breakout sessions, training, and elec-
tion/installation  of our 2010 – 2011 Lead-
ership Team. We will also have special 
spouses’ activities on Saturday, including 
lunch(cost not included) at a local restau-
rant.  

 

(Your registration cost covers lunch, refreshments,  meeting 
room charges and supports the District costs!) 
Faxed or Postmarked on/before AUG 6 

○ Early Registration:                                           _____@ $35 = _____ 
Faxed or Postmarked after AUG 6 

○ Late Registration:                                           _____ @ $45 = _____ 
    (lunch not guaranteed) 
 
Sat., Aug 21  Breakfast: 7:30 – 8:30 am (choose one) 

○  First Timers/Spouses                     _____ @ Free = _____ 
○  Asst./Lt. Governors                        _____ @ Free = _____ 
○  Past Governors                               _____ @ Free = _____ 
 
Sat. Aug 21 Dinner: 6:30 PM 
                        _____@ $35 ______ 
                             
Sun. Aug 22 Family Breakfast 9:00 AM                                            
                                                             ______@$15.00_____ 

 
TOTAL $________ 

Please make your check payable to:  MI District 
Optimists 

Make your hotel reservations ASAP 
DEADLINE TO RESERVE ROOMS IS AUG 13th .  

Room rate is $79/night (single or double)  
+ state & local taxes 

Indicate you are w/ the MI District Optimists 
MCCAMLY PLAZA HOTEL - 269-969-4728 

Please Note!  To be considered “Early” 
Mail or FAX Registration by Aug 6 to: 

DR. JERRY KELLEY 
3556 Cloverlawn, Ypsilanti MI  48197 

Home (734) 434-8272 ~ FAX (734) 434-8272 
YOU MAY ALSO REGISTER AT THE DOOR 
BUT LUNCH MAY NOT BE GUARANTEED 

Please note Policy #C7:  All requests for refunds of prepaid 
registration must be made in writing by the pre-registered indi-
vidual.  Such request must be received by the Convention Chair 
or Secetary-Tresurer before the last day of the District meeting. 

REGISTRATION FORM 



     
              Michigan District 

 Michigan District of Optimist International 

 20451 Lauder Street 

 Detroit, MI 48235-1642 

  

 

Next OptiViews Deadline 

August 27, 2010 

Submit articles via e-mail to Nicole: 

ingers007@yahoo.com 
 

Websites 

Michigan District 

www.michiganoptimists.org 
 

Optimist International 

www.optimist.org 
 

OptiViews Staff 
Connie L. Davis 

Chief Editor/Publisher 

Jasmine Jenkins 

Co-Editor 

 The Optimist Creed 
  

  Promise Yourself 
 To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 
 

 To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 
 

 To make all your friends feel that there is something in them. 
 

 To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come  
    true. 
 

 To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to expect only the  
    best. 
 

 To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about  
    your own. 
 

 To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achieve  
    ments of the future. 
 

 To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature 
    you meet a smile. 
 

 To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no  
    time to criticize others. 
 

 To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too  
    happy to permit the presence of trouble. 
 
     OptiViews (UPSP 667-270) is published quarterly for #3.00 per member, per year, by    
     the Michigan District, of Optimist International, 20451 Lauder St., Detroit, MI 49235-  
     1642. Periodical postage paid at Pontiac, MI Postmaster: Send all address corrections 
     to your club Secretary-Treasurer. 
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Optimist International Mission Statement: 

“By providing hope and positive vision, Optimist bring out the best in Kids.” 


