
Greetings Fellow Michigan District Optimists!

Because there will be four separate regional meetings during the second quarter we will not
hold the EXPO! The EXPO! will return to our third and fourth quarter meetings.

In an effort to keep communication open between our Clubs and District Committees this
Update has been written by your District Committee Chairs. This newsletter, which will be
distributed at each of the 2nd quarter meetings, contains current information from your District
Committees.

If you have any general questions regarding the programs of the Michigan District or would
like direction on which Committee Chair to contact, feel free to contact me Jan Oord, Director
of Committees at W 269-553-9326, H 269-324-5975, C 269-873-1954 or joord@kresanet.org

Read on for valuable information for your Clubs and members.

JOOI

We are so very excited about this year’s MI District JOOI Conference. JOOI Governor
Lindsay Hultman’s home JOOI Club, Clarkston High School Octagon Club, is hosting it on
March 17 & 18, and have a very powerful time planned. Friday night will be an over-nighter of
fun filled activities, great food and friends for 9th graders and Octagon Clubs only. Saturday’s
workshops will be all about fun and leadership, with lots of usable hands on activities. We
even have Governor Don Brose doing a workshop.
DON©T MISS THIS ONE!  Registrations are now available and are being sent to your JOOI
Clubs, or e-mail  JEANDASUQI@COMCAST.NET with questions.

OI Junior Golf Championship

Michigan District Junior Golf Championship, June 19, 2006, Davison Country Club
Sherri Regiani, Chair  248-625-5222 sregiani@comcast.net



Oratorical Contest

“My future is bright because…”  What a great subject for this year’s oratorical contest,
especially in light of our Governor’s slogan “Illuminating Our Youth”.

At a time when resources are scarce for college bound students the Michigan Optimists have
help for those young people who are willing to put together and deliver a four to five minute
speech on the topic for this year. We need to actively work with teachers, parents, youth
groups and our churches to help us in spreading the news about this great opportunity.

The regional contests will be held as follows:

Region 1, Zones 1, 3 & 5 John McKendry mckendjh@wnj.com
Saturday afternoon, April 29 at Norton Shores Library Community Room 705 Seminole
Rd, Muskegon, MI 49441

Region 2, Zones 2, 4, 6 & 7 Tina Atkins tina-atkins@excite.com
Wednesday afternoon, April 26 at Kalamazoo RESA, 1819 E Milham, Kalamazoo, MI
49002

Region 3, Zones 8, 10, 12 & 13 Terry Carlson tntcarlson@yahoo.com
Saturday, April 8 at a location to be determined

Region 4, Zones 9, 11, 15 & 16 Toni Hill toni_hill@comcast.net
Saturday, April 1 at the Best Western ConCorde Inn, 44315 Gratiot, Clinton Township,
MI  48036

Region 5, Zones 14, 17, 18 & 19 Blondie Hester  ohbjh@talkamerica.net & Annie Spearman-
Sain sain_7@msn.com

Saturday, April 29 at a location to be determined

Join us in Holland on May 20th and help make this year’s contest a great one.
My thanks to the regional coordinators. David Lusk, District Oratorical Chair
                                                              qualitysolutions1@yahoo.com

MI District Supplies

Show your Michigan District PRIDE with a red, white and blue 2005-2006 Michigan District
Shirt, available in sizes medium - 2xl for only $35.00.  Get yours while supply last.  Please
email Linda Brooks, Supplies Chair at lybb_1999@yahoo.com or call (313) 836-2835 for
additional information.



Essay Contest

It’s been really great to hear from many of you regarding this year’s Essay Contest.  I hope
you had fun with the project and encouraged the participants to continue to strive for
excellence. This year’s topic is one that should generate some very interesting entries.
I am excited to get the entries you will be submitting.  It’s always good to hear what our youth
has on their minds.

Please get all entries to me by no later than February 28, 2006.  The District winners will be
announced at the 3rd quarter District meeting or will be printed in our next Optiviews
Newsletter, whichever comes first.  Feel free to contact me if you have questions.
The following is my contact information:

Linda L. Simmons, District Chairperson
12226 Ilene
Detroit, MI 48204-1080
313 834-8646  (Res.)
313 401-5077  (Cell)
optimisttwin1@sbcglobal.net

Optimist State Tri-Star Basketball Tournament

Details are still taking shape but a calendar date has been set for May 6, 2006 for this year’s
Optimist Tri-Star Tournament at Clarkston Middle School.  Registration packets, maps &
flyers will be sent to the Clubs to register winners from their upcoming local club events.  The
event will be held from 10:00am to 2:00pm.  A tee shirt and lunch will be provided to all
participants and trophies to the top winners in each category will be awarded after the meal.
Additional lunches can be ordered for traveling family members.  Mark your calendars and
watch for mailed details later next month.  Mike Blicher will be the chair of this event and can
be contacted via email at mcbnetwrx@mac.com .  See you in May!

Are You On Track for Honor and Distinguished Club?

Year to date we have 33 clubs on track to be Honor and 2 for Distinguished.  It only takes a
Net +1 to be Honor now.  All clubs should strive to make the Honor roll.

The two clubs that are on track for Distinguished have each built a new club in the first
quarter.  Want to build a new club but don’t know how, contact Cherryl Thames our New Club
Building Chair for help.  Or go out there and recruit 25 new members for your club to make
the Distinguished level.

Need help – contact Mike Seltzer, Chair at mkseltzer@yahoo.com.



District Achievements and Awards  2005/2006

Thanks to all the clubs that completed and submitted the 1st Quarter Achievements and
Awards (A&A) report that was due no later than Jan. 25th.  The 2nd Quarter report will be due
April 10th for those wishing to take advantage of the extra 250 points for early submission.
Otherwise to be included in the report that will be distributed at the 3rd Quarter District
meeting, the deadline for submitting the report is May 10th.

The A&A report can be found in the District Directory (you’ll need to make a copy) or on the
Michigan District website (www.michiganoptimists.org).  If you go to the website you can
complete the form online and hit the submit button and the report comes directly to my email.
You have to be connected through Internet Explorer.  It did not work for those using foxfire.
You can also print a version of the report on the website.  Please use which ever method is
easiest for you.  If you have any questions, please contact Janet Gillette, Chair at 269-382-
4528 or email  rjriver@chartermi.net.

Publicity Committee—Harry & Nancy Knitter Co-Chairs

How to Submit an Article to the Newspapers

1. Make sure your article has all the elements –Who, what, where, when, & why. Correct
spelling of names and identification of people in photos is extremely important.
2. Send by e-mail if possible-editors prefer to copy the article into their format.
3. If sending a photo, make sure it is in jpg.format.
4. For local papers e-mail to the editor. The e-mail address is usually listed in the paper.
5. For daily papers obtain the section editors e-mail. It is usually listed in the paper or
available on line.
6. Call for deadlines to have article included in time for the next issue. Plan ahead.
7. At top of article you plan to submit, indicate if it is for immediate release or for a future date.
8. Include your name, phone #, and e-mail as the contact if there are any questions.

Community Projects Award Program (CPA)

The Community Projects Award Program is a wonderful way to keep records of the projects
that your club does. These CPA booklets contain the steps and resources necessary to
implement the project, financial records and anecdotal information. They serve a practical
purpose in that they can easily be given to new club leadership to gain an understanding of
what it will take to carry out an existing project. They also can reward your club for it’s efforts
by receiving recognition at the District and International levels for your work for the children of
your community. Project story forms are available on line at http://www.Optimist .org
Maggie Rollinger, Chair, 586-777-5613, mrollinger@juno.com



Club Services

The charge for the District Club Services Committee is to help promote and directly assist
clubs in building strong administrations. We provide suggestions on “how to” programs,
fellowship, procedures, finance, fundraisers, membership, retention, and club building. The
only requirement for assistance is your willingness to ask for it. Whether you have one
question or would like a complete analysis of how you do everything, it is your option. Club
Services is also responsible for the “follow through” portion of the new club building process.
The Club Services Chairperson and the four regional chairpersons have all served as
effective club presidents, Lt. Governors and have held many other positions in the district. For
assistance or if you have questions please contact any one of the following Optimists:

Roger Diederich, Chair, 248-625-5915, roger8151@msn.com
Region 1 - Richard Bloom, 989-246-0116, investor51@aol.com
Region 2 – Tom Majerek, 574-272-2001, tommajerek@aol.com
Region 3 – Robert Schiller, 248-683-3192, bob@schillerholdings.com
Region 4 – Langston Jones, 248-593-3170, joneses@lsjones.com

Optimists in Action - Julie Howes, Chair
                                           50 Grant St
                               Galesburg, MI  49053-9621
                                 JLHOWES217@aol.com
This article appears in each edition of the OptiViews and is a great opportunity to highlight
club projects, fundraisers, and activities. Information for this article comes from club bulletins
or emails received throughout each quarter.

Submit information to the 2005-2006 Optimist in Action Editor as often as you wish
throughout the year.  (Hint:  just add me to your club distribution lists!)

Deadlines for submission:

2nd Quarter 05/06:  11/21/2005

3rd Quarter 05/06:  02/28/2006

4th Quarter 05/06:  06/06/2006

1st Quarter 06/07:  08/29/2006

Hall of Fame – Knobby Walsh, Chair

Hall of Fame requirements are listed in your District Directory. Check them to make sure that
members in your club that qualify receive this distinguished honor! More information will be
available at the 3rd Quarter District meeting EXPO!



Childhood Cancer Campaign CCC
                                         MICHIGAN DISTRICT OPTIMISTS

                                                                     2005-2006
                                        “ PROVIDING THE CARE…FINDING THE CURE”

DID YOU KNOW:
�  Each year more than 12,000 children and teenagers are diagnosed with cancer.
�  One in every 330 Americans develops cancer before the age of 20.
�  In December 2001,the OI Board of Directors chose CCC (Childhood Cancer

Campaign) as the organizations primary focus.
�  The CCC program helps to build community awareness of the disease, provides

assistance for children and their families, and supports research to find a cure.
�  The CCC program model is built to accentuate 4 areas of service on which members

can focus:
�  Support to children diagnosed and receiving treatment for cancer.
�  Support to families and care partners of children with cancer.
�  Support to healthcare and service providers
�  Support for cancer research.

For additional information please contact S. Williams, Chair 248-470-5879

New Club Building - What’s Cooking?

�  The new Rochester Optimist Club was organized on January 26th with thirty-two
charter members.

�  Special Interest – Children’s Health: The East Shore (5 Grosse Pointes, Harper
Woods, and St. Clair Shores) evening club has set a date of March 2nd to organize.
Meetings are every Thursday at 7:00 p.m. – Pizzeria Venti at 19655 Mack Ave.

�  U of M College Club is on its way – Fatima Plater and Evette Hollins are aiming to
organize in March.

�   Al Springer is working hard to build Junior and Octagon Clubs at Miller, Murphy, and
Martin Luther King schools.

�  Keego Harbor and West Bloomfield have partnered to build a club in Walled Lake.
�  Richard Holland is working his magic to build a club at Kettering University.

 And, here are a few areas that are on the back burner
�  Southwest Detroit –

Langston Jones
�  Holland – Harry Margo
�  Standish – Mary

Lowery
�  Lakes Mall – John

McKendry

�  Harper Creek – Alice
Nash

�  Pickney – JoAnne
Dodick

�  Oakland
UniversityOCC – Deb
Berry

�  Young Adults –
Birmingham and Detroit

�  Brandywine
�  Oak Park
�  Detroit – Far East
�  Warren

Please forward your contact information in these areas to the above Builder or:
Cherryl Thames, NCB Chair,  248-559-5118,  CherrylThames@comcast.net
18430 Middlesex Ave. (Please note this change is number in your District Directory)
Lathrup Village, MI 48076



Optimist International Ambassador

Marc D. Katz - Michigan District Optimist Past Governor &
                        Optimist International Ambassador

Registration is open for the Optimist International Convention that will be held in Nashville, TN
July 5th-8th at the Opryland Hotel.  You can register online on the Optimist International
website, www.optimist.org, you can download a registration form from the website or
registration forms are available at all Michigan District Optimist Regional and Quarterly
meetings.  The early registration ($125) deadline is April 15, 2006.  The Michigan District has
a goal of 150 members pre-registered for the Convention.  A tentative agenda for the
Convention is available on the Optimist International website.

The 2006 Convention is going to be the most important International Convention that many of
us will ever attend.  The proposed renewal plan will be voted on that will affect there future of
our organization.  More information about the revised plan that will be presented and voted on
at the convention will be made available as soon as possible.  If you are not at the
International Convention, you cannot vote and have your voice heard.

The Michigan District Hospitality Pins will be available at the Regional Meetings in February,
the 3rd Quarter Meeting in Holland and also at any Zone Meetings that I am able to attend.
The cost again this year is $10 and there are a limited number of pins available.  The funds
raised from the sale of the pins are used to pay for the Hospitality Room at the Convention.
The more Hospitality Pins that we are able to sell the better Hospitality Room that the
Michigan District will have.  For those of you who have been to an International Convention,
you know the Michigan always has one of the best Hospitality Rooms of all of the Districts.

Past Governor Marc



Conventions and Meetings

Terry Sabo – District Chairperson, tsabo@aol,com H 231-853-2894, W 231-739-5485
Join in the fellowship and learning. The District meetings are a wonderful way to learn from
your fellow Optimists. Spouse and children’s events are also planned, so come and bring the
family! Following are the dates and locations for the upcoming 3rd quarter meeting and 4th

quarter convention. Watch your Optiviews for registration information.
�  May 19-21, 2006 - 3rd Quarter District Meeting                                           Holiday Inn

and Conference Center, 650 E. 24th St., Holland, MI 49423

�  August 25-27, 2006 - Michigan District Convention                                       Windsor
Hilton, 277 Riverside Dr., Windsor, Ontario N9A 5K4

Additional Committee Information

Following is a list of additional committee chairperson contacts. These committee chairs have
recently submitted articles to the OptiViews and/or will be exhibiting information at the 3rd

Quarter meeting in Holland.

Candidate Qualifications - Karen Monville, Chair
989-671-1287, kardana@ameritech.net

Historian - Dr. Joe Sasaki, Chair
734-971-4969

Membership - Dan Moss, Chair
586-566-7277, DanMoss@hotmail.com

OI Foundation - Jerry Woodthorp, Chair
810-658-2681, jwoodt5577@aol.com

Optimist and Corporate Member of the Year -  Brenda Meeks, Chair
313-933-4759, optimisttwin@sbcglobal.net

Personal Growth and Development (PGI) - Linda Ingersoll, Chair
269-639-1871, lkingersoll@i2k.com

SAVE – Ardath Regan, Chair
248-634-5120, pastgovardath@aol.com

Spouse and Youth Activities – Robin Brose, Chair
248-391-3073, robinbrose@comcasr.net


